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——Introduction
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Almond is a Mediterranean crop well adapted to diverse edaphoclimatic conditions. In the Mediterranean region, almond
orchards are on a mono-cropping system with long tree spacing for rainfed farming or intensively cultivated (intensive
irrigation, fertilization, and plant protection practices), which increase cultivation costs with high yields expectations.
However, the soil management practices and the current climate change scenario, have led to decreased soil organic
matter, soil erosion, water scarcity and biodiversity loss.

Objective
Implementation of intercropping practices as
an integrated strategy aligned with economic
and social aspects, as well as sustainable
principles towards an adaptation to climate
change.
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Key Exploitable-Results

»

o. Develop innovations in farming systems using intercropping-related strategies In

traditional and intensive irrigated almond orchards, coupled with different plant
Intercrops;
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«. Promote events oriented to farmers, namely young and women, in order to share

knowledge and supply local farmers with tools to increase and diversify their
productivity;

* Include other agricultural-linked income sources, ensuring transparency and fair

pricing structure along the value chain, creating socio-economic impact for local
farmers:;

o

. Ensure access of local producers to distribution channels and markets prowdmg the

general population with healthy and sustainable products;

° Promote the reduction of food losses within the

production and supply chains through sustainable
agricultural practices, valorizing post-harvest losses and
waste generated.
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